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Oct. 15: In Chimbote, Ancash department, over 4,500 employees of the state-run Peruvian Steel
Company (SIDERPERU) participated in a demonstration calling for payment of back wages. Police
supported by navy officers and private security guards used tear gas and shot gun fire to disperse
protesters. Nineteen workers were injured. Two SIDERPERU workers were seriously injured during
a protest action the previous week over the same issue. Oct. 20: The Bank Employees Federation
(FEB) submitted a complaint to the trade union rights committee of the UN International Labor
Organization (ILO) accusing the government of violating international agreements via mass layoffs
of state-run bank employees. The FEB said the government had "unilaterally" fired or forced
into retirement over 10,000 workers. Trade union representatives were not involved in decision-
making. In addition to a decision on the complaint, the Federation requested ILO mediation in the
conflict between government officials and bank employees. Nov. 3: Intersectoral State Employees
Confederation (CITE) secretary general Felix Martinez called a 48-hour strike to begin Nov. 6
to pressure the government for higher wages. The 250,000 members of the Peruvian Education
Workers Union (SUTEP) announced plans to join the strike. The CITE claims 500,000 members.
(Sources: Notimex, 10/16/91; Agence France-Presse, 10/20/91, 11/03/91; Spanish news service EFE,
11/03/91, 11/06/91)
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